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Mapleton Public Schools 
Final Four Task Force Virtual Meeting Minutes 
Meeting day:   Monday, March 14, 2022 
Next meeting: 
 

Monday, April 11, 5:30-6:15 p.m., Preschool on Poze (in-person) 

 
What is our goal? 
To consider the future facility needs of our growing community and make a recommendation 
to Mapleton’s Board of Education on next steps. Join the Final Four Task Force to receive 
important updates and meeting minutes! Join online, www.mapleton.us.  
 
Facilities Master Plan – Timeline  

• Drafted in 2016; Nearly every school building in Mapleton was more than 50 years 
old, had significant infrastructure problems, and had exceeded useful life; Failed 
bonds in 2007, 2008, and 2009. 

• 2010: $32M community-supported bond, $32M BEST grant from the state, first bond 
since 1992! 

• 2011: Skyview Campus, York design/construction; high school addition at York 
International School opens 

• 2012: Clayton Partnership, Academy High School, MESA and MEC open! 
• 2013: North Valley School for Young Adults opens! 
• 2014: Bond fails by handful of votes 
• 2015: Capital Improvement Task Force 
• 2016: Community says YES to $150M bond – largest in district history! $38M in BEST 

grants! 
• 2017: New track and artificial turf at DiTirro Stadium 
• 2018: Adventure Elementary, Global Primary Academy, Welby Community School 
• 2016 Bond – Return on Investment  

The return on our community investment has been impressive! 
Stretched every dollar…nearly $70M in BEST grants, millions in additional grants for 
playgrounds and more. 
 
“Final Four” 
 
York International School 

• Year Built: 1956 
• Grade levels: K-12 
• Current Enrollment: 780 
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• School model: International Baccalaureate 
• Construction history: Four additions in 1960, 1965, 1971, along with some 

renovations and an addition in 2011, no major renovations 

 
New Building Site Concept 

 
New Building Site Concept 
 
Preschool on Poze 

• Year Built: 1960 
• Grade levels: Preschool 
• Current enrollment: 200 
• Construction history: Very modest renovation of the original Clayton building two 

years ago 
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New Building Site Concept 
 
Meadow Community School 

• Year Built: 1962 
• Grade levels: K-8 
• Current enrollment: 337 
• School model: Nature and Science 
• BEST Grant hearing in May 
• Construction history: Minimal renovations/improvements 

 
New Building Site Concept 
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Achieve Academy 

• Year Built: 1955 
• Grade levels: K-8 
• Current enrollment: 326 
• School model: EL – Leadership 
• Construction history: minimal improvements and site upgrades 
• Because this project would be over 4 years out – we haven’t selected a team or 

started to develop conceptual designs.   

 
Upcoming Final Four Task Force Meetings 

• Preschool on Poze: Monday, April 11, 5:30-6:15 p.m. 
• Meadow Community School: Wednesday, April 13, 5:30-6:15 p.m. 
• Explore PK-8: Monday, April 18, 5:30-6:15 p.m. 
• York International School: Tuesday, April 19, 5:30-6:15 p.m. 
• Achieve Academy: Monday, April 25, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

 

• Monday, May 2, 6 p.m. | Task Force share-out at Community Conversation virtual 
town hall 

Q&A 
Please see below for a summary of questions, answers, and input from the community. 
 
Preschool on Poze/Explore 

• Traffic:  Several questions came up related to traffic at both the York and Explore 
sites. We are aware of the traffic issues at pickup and drop off and will work to ensure 
that a combination of scheduling times and a redesigned traffic patterns can help 
address this. Parking is also a challenge at the current site, and we hope to maximize 
the property at the new site to create as much parking as possible. 

• Child Find and Audiology:  Child Find is part of Colorado's system for identifying 
children suspected of having a delay in development. If a young child is not meeting 
typical developmental milestones, or someone is concerned about the child’s growth 
or learning, child find teams evaluate how the child plays, learns, speaks, behaves, 
and moves. This program as well as the district’s audiology services are important to 
our students and community. These will be incorporated into any extension of school 
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and district services to ensure that they can optimally meet the needs of students and 
their families. 

What will become of the building on Poze and thoughts around the new PK -3 site:  The new 
site will be designed with our preschoolers and youngest learners in mind with your input 
during the design process. The Poze building’s future will be reviewed as we develop and 
plan for the changes at Achieve. Additionally, we are currently planning to have three rounds 
at each grade level for the new K-2 school. 
 
York International School 

• Design concepts:  As with all the design concepts, they were developed to generate 
ideas and the school community’s best thinking in future design meetings. There was 
a question about how students would enter and exit the building. This will depend on 
the final design. Also, a bike lane was suggested for students to be able to ride their 
bikes to school. It was suggested that the bus drop off and after school pick up should 
coincide with grade level exits and that the district consider working with the city of 
Thornton to possibly widen the street. There was also a comment about adding 
physical spaces that provide increased opportunities for collaborative spaces that 
allow multiple grade levels to share in IB-inquiry/project-based learning. Participants 
said that they would love a science lab or Makerspace or both, as well as the 
emphasis on natural lighting and more space, noting that library and research are so 
important for IB! There were several additional questions/suggestions regarding two 
gyms moving to one, and the location of the library. Access to lockers for middle and 
high school students was also a suggestion. Also developing a cooperation between 
the future community center that is being updated to include the new Anythink 
library. Finally, improved playground, an auditorium, larger library and updated 
cafeteria were all suggested. 

• Outdated systems:  Updated air system including air conditioning in classrooms and in 
the gym, computer lab, and updated library were all suggested. Also, larger lockers 
were suggested. 

• PK programming: It was asked if we are adding PK to York. Yes, we do hope to add PK 
to York. As we move Preschool on Poze we want to ensure that there are spaces in 
these neighborhoods… 

 
Achieve Academy 

• Design considerations:  Several design considerations were requested that included, 
spaces for students to collaborate, adult bathrooms, safe entrance, larger classrooms, 
sufficient outlets to support technology, a specials wing with plenty of storage for art, 
music, and PE. Also requested was a better library with more books, natural light, a 
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space to hold community meetings that students host, display cabinets updated 
computer lab and larger lockers. It was suggested that possibly the school might be 
able to expand into the open fields behind the school and update its playground and 
cafeteria. 

• Traffic and parking:  A different pick-up system that better flows with community 
traffic. 

Meadow Community School 

• Design Considerations - Several improvements were suggested to include better 
parking for staff and families, more staff restrooms, common area for specials, large 
cafeteria, an outdoor learning environment with a variety of activities and learning 
experiences that can serve as extensions of the indoor learning environment, also 
more natural light inside the building. 

• Traffic and parking:  A theme continued to emerge with the Meadow community that 
streets are very busy at the end of school. 

 
General  

• Timeline: How long is it projected to take to build each of these new buildings? This 
really depends on a lot of factors. If the Board calls for an election (August) and it is 
successful (November), design work will begin immediately.  

 

 

 


